who sits near a well-used food source in an area 
with few deer may see just as many deer as a per- 
son still-hunting in the rain on the last day of 
deer season on a property loaded with deer. 


WEATHER 

Most hunters during the rifle season look for 
ideal conditions that seem to come along only 
rarely. A fresh tracking snow with temperatures 
that aren’t too cold makes the day afield far more 
enjoyable. Unfortunately what hunters often get 
is something else altogether. Very warm condi- 
tions, fog, deep snow, rain, extremely cold tem- 
peratures or some combination of extremes all 


can make hunter numbers 


and hunter oppor- 


tunities to see deer — go down. 


DEER RANGE CONDITIONS 

Pennsylvania has a diverse landscape, nearly 
all of which is home to the white-tailed deer. 
Even within WMUs, the local deer range can 
vary greatly. Good or poor escape cover in an 
area, agricultural crop locations, changes in land 
use, availability of mast and other foods and ad- 
equate shelter also can affect how many deer are 
seen while afield. Deer hunting is not a predict- 


able activity. Ina changing landscape, hunters face 
the challenge of modifying hunting strategies to 
improve their opportunities to see deer. 


THE Nature OF DEER 

Whitetails are cagey and elusive animals. They 
have evolved as a prey species that is very good at 
eluding predators, and that includes us. Studies in 
Pennsylvania forests have shown that people have 
difficulty finding deer in fenced areas (from 10 acres 
to a square mile) even when they know the deer 
are there. Whitetails have a natural ability to blend 
with their surroundings and avoid detection. Some- 
times we just don’t give the animal enough credit. 


PutTiNnc It ALL TOGETHER 

Any one of these parts of the puzzle might ex- 
plain your personal experiences with deer. A more 
likely case is that what you see or don’t see depends 
on a combination of these and other things. It re- 
ally is an issue with interconnected parts and a 
question with no simple answer. So while it’s true 
that you may see fewer deer because there gener- 
ally are fewer deer, it is not true everywhere and it 
is only part of the answer. 


For more information about deer management 
visit www.pgc.state.pa.us and click the Deer Pro- 
gram Quick Click in the right column. 


Managing all wild 
birds, mammals and 
their habitats for 
current and future 
generations. 


www.pec-state.pa.us 
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